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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The request filed on 12/1 1/2007 for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.114 
based on parent Application No. 09/937,542 is acceptable and a RCE has been established. An 
action on the RCE follows. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 23-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (b) as being anticipated by Friedman 
(U.S. 1,940,855). 

Regarding claims 23 ,28 and 29, Friedman discloses in figures 2-5, a handle assembly for 
a detachable scalpel blade (1) includes a handle body (3); a blade bar (6); and wherein a spring 
(5) definitely urges the distal end of the blade bar as best seen in fig. 3 into the handle body (3); a 
collet (4 is considered a collet) having a through bore which the blade is disposed. Furthermore, 
the tang is defined by a groove (2) and a heel (fig. 4). 

Regarding claims 24 and 25, wherein the collet (4) further includes a bore within which 
the blade bar (3) is positioned. The collet further includes a slot (fig. 5). 
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Regarding claims 26 and 27, wherein the collet includes at least one face sloping toward 
the slot; and wherein at least one sloping face guides the blade (1) end into the slot. 

Regarding claims 30 and 31, wherein the blade (1) is received in a groove in the 
protruding portion of the bar (6); and wherein the bar (6) is bent and the groove is approximately 
parallel to the longitudinal axis (fig. 5). 

Regarding claims 32 and 33, wherein the collet (4) has a slit (2) within which an end of 
the blade (1) is received; and wherein the collet has at least one sloping face for guiding the 
blade (1) into the slit. 

Regarding claims 34 and 35, wherein the collet has a pair of faces sloping toward the slit 
for guiding the blade (1) end into the slit; and wherein the bore (3) is sized to permit the bar to 
move laterally from the axis orthogonal to the longitudinal axis. 

Regarding claims 36 and 37, wherein the bore (3) has an oval cross sectional shape so the 
bar can move laterally within the bore; and wherein the bar (5) is coupled to an actuator (9). 

Regarding claims 38 and 39, wherein the actuator (9) is a button attached to a rod (8) 
which attaches to the bar (fig. 4); and wherein the rod (8) has two ends and the bar (5) attaches to 
one end and the button (9) attaches to the other end. 

Regarding claims 40 and 41, wherein the handle body further includes a handle grip (fig. 
1); a collet (4) having a proximal end and a collet core (fig. 4); wherein the collet flares at its 
proximal end. 

Regarding claims 42 and 43, wherein the assembly further includes a retainer (5) for 
capturing the rod (8) within the handle body (3); and wherein the retainer (5) is attached to the 
handle body (3). 
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Claims 3-5,10-20, 23 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (e) as being anticipated by 
Jessen (U.S.6,402,770). 

Regarding claims 23, 29, Jessen shows in figure 1, a handle assembly for a detachable 
scalpel blade (24) includes a handle body (33), wherein a blade bar (12) has a portion protruding 
from the handle body for engaging the blade and urging the distal end of the blade bar into 
engagement with the handle body, and where a spring 14 which has a tapered coiled spring 
which is able for urging the bar (see col. 4, lines 30-34). 

Regarding claims 3,5- 20, Jensen discloses in figures l,3a,5b, a handle assembly for a 
detachable scalpel having the limitations as described above. 

Response to Arguments 
3. Applicant's arguments filed 9/6/2007 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. The applicant argues that the Friedman et al reference fails to show certain 
feature of applicant's invention, it is noted that the feature upon which appliant relies 
(i.e., a surrounding collet structure) is not recited in the rejected claim(s) 23, 29. 
Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the 
specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181, 26 
USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Victor X. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272-4699. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8-4.30 P.M). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Hayes can be reached on (571) 272-4697. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9 1 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 57 1 -272- 1 000. 

Victor X Nguyen tyuy** 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3734 

VN ^ 

1/31/2008 
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